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28 February 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT : DBriefing of Mr. James E. Webb, NASA Administrator, om 24
February 1961

25X1A
1. John Parengosky, ] :nd the undersigned briefed the new
NASA Administrator, Mr. James E. Webb, on IDEALIST, CORONA, and ARGON in
the latter's office on Friday, 24 Februaxy 1961. Ia eddftion, [ 25X1A
brought Mr. Webb into the ranks of individuals cleared for T, TKH, and
m‘m.

2. The briefing lasted for well over am houwr, and Mr. Webb very care-
fully resd every word of the briefing materisl and security forms. My
personsl opinion is that we should have little problem with Mr. Webb in
terms of his ability to separate one program and system from the other,
vhich is a refreshing change in the briefing of high level officials of
other Agencles.

3. Beveral points were brought up by Mr. Webd in the course of our
discussion which deserve axmotation:

a. He intends to make the role of Dr. Hugh Dryden, Deputy
Administrator, coextensive with his own. This is in line with
Mr. Webb's &esire %0 establish Dr. Iryden as the emeritus expert
on space technology after his forthcoming retivement. Mr. Webb
also feels that if both he end Dryden can make interlocking
decisions, no problesm need wait for the presence of a head man
for solution.

b. Mr. Webb indicated that he intends to set Dr. Robert
Siemens up as Qeneral Manager of NASA. This 1s a nev position,
and appears o be anaslogous to the position of General Manager
of the Atomic Energy Commission., Dr. Siemens, who is a
scientist, ie belng selected for this job, since Mr. Webb states
that he wishes to prove to the Nation that scientists can effec-
tively msnage a billion dollar a year program without the need
of mon-tecknical administrative supervision.
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¢. Mr. Wedb said he intends to promote close relations
with the military in an obvious attempt to reduce to a minimm
the friction said to exist between competing civilian and mili-
tary programs snd objectives in the field of space. He indicated
that he planned, for example, & weekly luncheon with the Chlef of
the Alr Staff ss & device to ensure better understanding between
HABA and USAF.

k. In connection with the proposed change in Dr. Siemens' position,
he indlcsted hie general desire to have Siemens briefed on everything ahout
which he had been briefed. Before informally recommending this, however,
he indicated he would like to obtain Dr. Dryden's concurrence in the pro-
posed move. It is my suggestion that in a week or so we should recontact
Mr. Webb to see if he wishes us to proceed with the brieflng of Dr. Clemens.

S. Mr. Webb also indicated that he might also wish to retain Dr.
Glennan, former NASBA Admimistrator, as a consultant to move on space mat-
ters, snd if CIA desires, on programe vhere preminent NASA officlals were
briefed: 1i.e., IDEALIST, CORONA, ARGON, etc. Without acceding to this
request, Mr. Parangosky indtcated for the time being we should not attexpt
to deflect any move to keep Glennan in the family.

6. On the whole I belleve this was s very useful discussion. Mr. Webb
strikes us as a completely receptive and energetic in#ividual whose gques-
tions about our Projects and vhose desires to know vhat is going on in the
intelligence Tisld are considersble. Mr. Webb indicated that he would
shortly seek to have some substentive discussions with My, Dulles and Mr.
Amory on subjects such as the status of the Soviet missile and space pPro-
grams and the like. I gained the distinct impression that if Mr. Webb had
been in charge of NASA last summer, the outcome of our problem with the U-2
might well have been different. We advised Mr. Webb that a separate T and
TKH briefing would be provided him by the Director, PIC, at a later date.

JAMES A. CUNNINGHAM, JR.
Assistant Chilef
PD-DD/P
cC: Asst to DCI

;srgz o DD/P W

Distrivution: ;
1 - ASBT CE/T®D _/1)” 7 - C/DPD/OPS
g2 - Asst to DCI° 8 - IPD/AIMIN
3 - Asst to DD/P 9 - IFD/S0
b ~ PIC (Thomas) 10 - DPP/RI
5 = AC/BPD
6 - C/mD/IB
I¥D-DD/P : JACunninghem, Jr./mg L
Approved For Release 2001/04/20 : CIA-RDP63-00313A000600070087-4




Approved For Release 2001/04/2£ Sg :RDP63-00313A000600070087-4
IDEA 0195
27 February 1961
t‘.‘apym“émm of &
CURRENT AND PROPOSED OPERATIONS
APPROVAL ETATUS
OPERATION AREA DATE: USAF » AGENCY/STATE
1. IDEALIST
)
nome paading
Z CORONA
a 9015 21 March 1961 H/R Pending
b 9016A 29 Mazch 1961 N/R Pending
3. AR SUPPORT
o I - costisgency plan Iran Coutimuing basis Not preseated  ApprovedeAgency
25X1A be :ontingancy plan Cuba Coatinulng basls N/R Approved
o Chinn March 1961 N/R Pending
d, airlift support 1o Comtinuing basis H/R Approved
252)551)?1% ' SEXC1A P NIk Pending
zocin + S B cosmsbasis Approved  Approved
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OPERATIONS BRANCH

COMPLETED OPERATIONS FOR PERJOD 19-25 FEBEUARY

 25X1A .

i, ¥our Ce54 “black”™ flights te Cuntemala 19-25 Febraary
i. One C-54 "black™ bady moverment Honmestead AFD to New
Oxleans NAS = 23 February

| PROPOSED OPERATIONS « 26 February through 4 March

25aa [N

1. Six Ce54 "bBlack” filghts to Guatemals 26 Feb « 4 March
2. One C=-54 "black™ body movement Rocsevell Roads, NAE, PE,
to Homestead AFDB.
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